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My collection of geological specimens for the Michigan Universi is growing satisfactorily. The Indian battles hindered the work collecting, while in that immediate region it was unsafe to go 1 from the command. . . .
P.S.—Good-morning! . . . I am sitting in my large, comfortal tent, writing hefore "breakfast. And now I must refer to a matl which thrusts itself upon my attention almost daily, yes, hourly, a: that is the great degree of comfort which I have enjoyed throu° out this long and ever-changing march; and it is all due to yo thoughtfulness and foresight, and the manner in which you fitted i up surpasses all my comrades. No mess has compared with mi in its appointments and outfit. I have the best cook, and certain no bed can equal mine. Whenever I look around me I see the e dences of your handiwork and care for my welfare. . . .
You never knew people more enthusiastic over the 7th than t engineers connected with the railroad party. . . . Well, I must t< minate this letter, as I see no likelihood of my being able to t you one-tenth of what I have to say. However, we will have winter in our "brand, spankin'" new house to talk it over a: over. . . .
Here I have reached my thirty-second page of this large papi I only thought of writing three or four, and have "boiled down" hard as I could. /. . .
Fort Lincoln, September 23, 1ST3.
. . . Where are the numerous bridges now which you have be crossing and recrossing in regard to our return being delayed un late in October, perhaps until the first of November? Well, here -1 are, not only "as good as new," but, if anything, heartier, healthi and more robust than ever.
I have not drawn a single unhealthy breath since we started the expedition, and if ever a lot of hardy, strong, and athletic you fellows were assembled in one party, it is to be seen in a group the officers of the 7th. What a history and reputation this 7th d airy has achieved for itself \ Although a new and young regime) it has left all the older fellows in the lurch, until to-day it is the b< and most widely known of any in the service.
I am provoked to think I wrote you a long letter on the Yello onions, now is your only time, for 'missus is cominV "
